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ASIAN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.18 am]: It is with great pleasure 
that I stand today to advise that I announced the release of this government’s “Asian Engagement Strategy, 
Consultation Paper” at the inaugural Western Australia Association of Southeast Asian Nations Trade and 
Investment Dialogue on 15 November 2018. This government has delivered on its election commitment to host an 
ASEAN dialogue. The inaugural Western Australia—ASEAN Trade and Investment Dialogue was held between 
Wednesday, 14 November and Friday, 16 November and brought together business and thought leaders to renew 
their focus on the way Western Australia sees South East Asia. As a single market, ASEAN ranks as 
Western Australia’s third largest trade partner after China and Japan and is projected to become the world’s fourth 
largest economy by 2030. 
This year’s dialogue included a full-day private roundtable discussion at which I met with 40 invited participants 
from both government and business across ASEAN and throughout Australia, who discussed opportunities to 
engage with South East Asia, due to Western Australia’s close proximity, across the agriculture, energy and 
mining, and science, technology, research and development industry sectors. A free public seminar was then held 
on Friday, 16 November 2018, which featured keynote presentations and a panel discussion, and was attended by 
around 220 people. 
During the ASEAN dialogue, I released the “Asian Engagement Strategy Consultation Paper”. The consultation 
paper sets out Western Australia’s evolving trade relationship with Asia and details some of the key government-led 
Asian engagement activities. It invites submissions from Western Australians interested or involved in our state’s 
links with Asia—these may include exporters, service providers, industry and business organisations and 
academics—to develop a comprehensive picture of Western Australia’s Asian engagement activities and see how 
the state can better engage with our region. The government would like to hear from interested parties on their 
Asian engagement activities, their views on how the Government can work with stakeholders to better engage with 
Asia for the future, and the outcomes that might be achieved from improving Western Australia’s Asian 
engagement. The closing date for submissions is 18 January 2019. I encourage everyone to read the consultation 
paper, which is available on the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation’s website, and get involved 
in this process. 
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